Homelessness; eligibility; A8 nationals 
Accession (Immigration and Worker Registration) (Revocation, Savings and Consequential Provisions) Regulations 2011
S.I. 2011 No. 544
Made: February 24, 2011 – In force: May 1, 2011

In order to receive assistance under Part 7, Housing Act 1996, an applicant must be “eligible” for assistance (s.185, Housing Act 1996). This, in turn, depends on whether an applicant has a right to reside in the UK. Citizens of member states of the European Union are, in general, entitled to reside in the UK (and are therefore eligible) so long as they are exercising a right granted to them under the EU Treaty (e.g. they are in the UK as workers or jobseekers).
	The position is more complicated for citizens of the “A8” countries that joined the EU on May 1, 2004 (Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia). The Accession Treaty in respect of these countries permitted existing EU member states to impose additional limitations on the rights of such persons for up to seven years (i.e. they did not acquire the same extent of rights as citizens of existing EU members). The UK took advantage of this power and, by the Accession (Immigration and Worker Registration) Regulations 2004/1219 (as amended), required persons from the A8 counties to comply with the Worker Registration Scheme. Failure to do so meant that the A8 national ceased to have a right to reside in the UK and, hence, was not eligible for assistance under Part 7. 
	The seven year transitional period permitted by the Accession Treaty ends on May 1, 2011. These regulations effectively repeal (subject to limited transitional provisions), the Worker Registration Scheme requirements to allow A8 nationals to enjoy the same rights as other citizens of other EU states.
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